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Dames Commander Society:
Spring 

Dear DCS Members,
We hope everyone is having a wonderful Spring. Lots has been 
happening at The Dames Commander Society and we have lots 
coming up. A brief summary is below.

We now have a regular rhythm of Board meetings (x6 per year) and 
Sub Committees (x4 per year). Thank you to Dame Fiona Kendrick 
for leading this work - which includes setting out a timeframe for us 
to move from our current CIC status to becoming a full charitable 
organisation. If anyone would like more detail on this and the 
various milestones please let us know.

We are also working through the planning and approach to establish 
Royal patronage. Again, please let us know if you would like more 
detail on this.

We are delighted we now have 249 members. And the membership
fees  are building. If you haven’t yet paid (a minimum of £50.00 pa)
please see the link and payment details below: 

Account number: 75382599         Sort Code: 40-35-18
Account name: The Dames Commander Society CIC



We will also be sharing our full membership offer and opening the 
membership directory to everyone, again in the private section
of the website. Please can everyone send their latest biogs, links 
to articles and podcasts etc to:  

Sue Cavanagh sue@damescommandersociety.org

In terms of events we had a fantastic evening at the London 
Symphony Orchestra organised kindly by Dame Kathryn McDowell. 
It was one of the LSO’s monthly ‘Half Si ’ concerts at The 
Barbican and it was wonderful to watch the extraordinary female 
conductor and operative soprano Barbara Hannigan in action. 
Below are some photos from the event. 

London Symphony Orchestra DCS event March 
2025. With Barbara Hannigan (conductor and 
soprano) and Dame Kathryn McDowell

In addition, a number of Dames 
joined The Imperial Society of the 
Knights Bachelor for our first joint 
event. It was a dinner at The Cavalry 
& Guards Club with a brilliant speech 
by the Lady Chief Justice

Baroness Sue 
Carr. It was fantastic to be 
together - and we look forward to 
coming together with the ISKB for 
further events and meetings as we 
move forward. We have attached 
Baroness Sue Carr’s speech here -
I am sure everyone will read it with 
great interest. 

Joint DCS and ISKB dinner. With Lady 
Chief Justice
Baroness Sue Carr. April 2025.

https://athenecapital-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/sue/ERWnJegzRFJIh1XrmokTiQEBlyD3UZL0_ha5yE6iN4VnoA?e=UYag06
https://athenecapital-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/sue/EcAGSSaxAPJIvPSdX6We_cEB7z_rq3hubtHXdd4F8l4nfg?e=LWLUps


 

This is clearly the aspect of the DCS that we are all most energised 
about. The opportunity for us to work together to genuinely give back 
to society. And a number of activities are underway: 1. We have established terms of reference for this work and are 

working through a framework for how we might work on a 
range of issues of interest to our Dame membership2. In the meantime, Dame Barbara Stocking has been leading some 
excellent work around the plight of women in Afghanistan.          

           Internet  
3.    

https://athenecapital-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/p/sue/EemCC5dvhGtBjQQJg61O3ugBaSlGjdsRSPB_L0wEo2aEJg?e=TqSFZi





